Dear Parent/Guardian

Cashless Catering System
I would like to update you on an exciting service we have at Netherhall School, called Impact Cashless Payment System.  This system offers a convenient and secure way for your child to pay for their school meals using a pre-pay online account, or by inserting cash into an automatic cash revaluation terminal located in school.  Once we have received your authorisation, we will send an ipay ID number out to you in due course to access the online payment method.

By taking an image of your child’s fingerprint we can turn this information into a digital signature.  This allows the system to recognise each individual pupil and record how much money is on the account, and how much money has been spent.  Once a child has purchased a meal, they simply place their finger on a scanner at the till.  This will notify the server of how much money the pupil has on their account and deduct it from what has been purchased.  Should a parent decide for their child not to use the finger print option, the pupil will be issued with a pin number.

Please see attached an opt-in form/information, which MUST be completed if you wish your child to be included within the registration process.  Please return these forms to Netherhall School reception.
We thank you for your anticipated support.

Yours sincerely

[image: image1.emf]
Mr D W Tromans

Headteacher

Impact Biometrics Opt-in Form
I GIVE consent for my child to be included in the Impact Biometric registration process

I DO NOT give consent for my child to be included in the Impact Biometric registration process

Name of pupil:

Year:

Name of guardian/parent: 

Signed:

Please fill in this form and return to school reception.

Free School Meals Entitlement
The system is the same for all school pupils whether they pay or have a Free School Meal.  The amount allocated for the Free School Meal will be entered onto the system and only be accessible at dinnertime.  Any underspend or missed dinner will be identified and will not be carried forward to the following day.  A pupil can add extra cash onto their account by using the methods stated above, to enable greater daily spend or money towards break time.

Benefits
Biometric consists of automated methods of recognising a person based on unique physical characteristics and distinguishable human attributes such as a person’s fingerprint, iris, voice pattern or even facial pattern.  

Today fingerprint devices are by far the most popular form of biometric security used.  Students, parents and staff can rest assured that the fingerprint images cannot be used by any other source for identification purposes.

Frequently Asked Questions
Why do you need to take my child’s fingerprint?
By taking an image of your child’s fingerprint we can turn this information into a digital signature.  This unique image will then be used to replace the need for using cash.

Can fingerprints be used by any other agency?
No, the software we use turns your child’s fingerprint into a number.  The image of the fingerprint is then discarded.  The information that is stored cannot be used to recreate an image of the child’s fingerprint.

What happens when my child leaves the school?
When a student leaves school all data will be deleted.

How does it work?
When the child places his/her finger on the scanner, the software matches their fingerprint with the unique digital signature held in the database.

Could the police use this information to identify and prosecute someone?
It is totally inadequate for forensic use and could not be used in a court of law to prove identity.  The standards for forensic matching are very much higher and require the original fingerprint image.

How is the treatment of this data affected by the Data Protection Act?
Biometric data is personal data within the definition of the Data Protection Act, so the IDStore database is treated with the same care as any other personal data recorded by the school so as to conform to the data protection legislation.

